	Dental Cleaning

	Maintaining the health of your pet's teeth is the most important thing that you can do to increase the comfort and length of your pet's life.

	Pet Dental Care Is Important Because:
	

	1.      Pets with gingivitis are physically uncomfortable.
	
	

	2.      Gum and tooth disease lead to endocarditis (heart valve infection), kidney and other organ infections.

	3.      You will enjoy your pet more when they don't have halitosis (bad breath) due to tartar.

	4.      Your pet's health care expense in later years is greatly reduced by regular dental cleaning and preventive care at home.

	Based on our examination your pet’s teeth may need to be cleaned, scaled and polished.  This procedure will be recommended regularly throughout your pet’s lifetime to assure he/she keeps their teeth for as long as possible.


	
	


Explanation of Charges

Physical Exam: Prior to undergoing any procedure you animal will have a complete physical exam done, which will help us detect any anomalies.  This help us to keep the procedure as safe as possible for you pet.  

Anesthetic:  Your pet’s dental will be done under general anesthetic.  We use inhaled anesthetic and closely monitor all your pets’ vital signs during the procedure.

IV Fluids: If your pet is a senior pet, (which most of our patients that require a dental are), or has other medical conditions, we may place your animal on intravenous fluids.  We do this to keep their blood pressure from dropping too low during the procedure.  The drugs used during the procedure and the extended length of anesthetic can cause the blood pressure to fall.  This means reduced blood flow around the body, which may have lasting damage to some organs. 

Dental Block: Much like when we ourselves go to the dentist and are given freezing we will do this to your pets depending upon the situation.  This will last for approximately 5 hours, and helps keep your pet more comfortable, as well as allows us to keep your pet on a lower inhaled anesthetic rate during the procedure.  

Minor Extractions: Any extractions that requires no elevation to accomplish

Minor Surgical Extractions: Any extraction that requires a moderate amount of elevation to accomplish, but does not require the tooth to be cut into multiple sections to extract.  Once the tooth is out the site is packed and the tissues are sutured closed.  
Major Surgical Extraction: This is any extraction that requires the tooth to be cut into multiple sections to remove.  Again once the tooth is out the site will be packed and sutured closed.  

Tartar Removal & Polish: This is the basic cleaning done to the teeth with the use of an ultrasonic scaler.  After the tartar is removed we can do a final assessment on the condition of the mouth, and determine if any teeth need to be extracted.  Sometimes we can accurately assess how many teeth need to be removed prior to this, but as a general rule we do not know until after the tartar is removed.


After using the ultrasonic scaler to remove the build up, small scratches are left on the enamel.  Without the use of the high-speed polisher the build up of tartar will be very quick.  The polisher smoothes the surface of the tooth to help keep the tooth clean for longer.  

Radiographs:
X-rays may be performed if indicated on your pet.  They show us if there are issues below the gum level that we need to address.  

Pain Medication: If your pet has the need for pain medication after the dental procedure due to extractions we can send home medication for you to give your pet.  

FREE: As a general rule all patients that undergo a dental receive a nail trim.  Some other small grooming procedures such as trimming the hair around eyes is done if time permits.


































